
 

GWSS 255: Masculinities 
Contestation, Circulation, and Transformation 

Summer 2015 | Full Term 
 
Instructor: Lauren O’Laughlin     How can you reach me?  
Classroom: 004 DEM       Office: Padelford B111 
Meeting Times: Mondays & Wednesdays  Office Hours: Mondays 1:30-2:30 

   10:50am -1:00pm   and by appointment 
       Email: lnolaugh@uw.edu 

 
Course Overview:  
 
What are “masculinities” and why are they plural? As we will discuss over the course of this 
quarter, masculinities have multiple and often contradictory definitions in relation to biological 
maleness. For instance, how do we understand masculinities that are performed by women and 
nonbinary people? How is masculinity connected to manhood? As we will see, what counts as 
‘masculine’ is always defined in relation to other social norms around race, sexuality, class, able-
bodiedness, and nationality. Our primary goal in this course is to expand our frameworks for 
understanding and performing masculinities. 
 
In this class, we will look through the lens of gender to see how societies are organized, 
including how power is shaped, produced, and enacted. In doing so, we will draw from cross-
cultural comparisons while attending to how certain ways of representing and being masculine 
“travel” in a global economy. As we will see, socio-cultural and institutional definitions of 
masculinity have real effects on how individuals define themselves, relate to others, and exist in 
the workforce. But this course seeks to not only analyze masculinity to better understand how it 
functions in our society but also how we personally relate to and inform it. Ultimately we will 
examine how masculinity figures into social justice.  
 
Learning Goals for Students:  
 

1. Gain a familiarity with key concepts in masculinity studies such as hegemony, social 
constructionism, biological determinism, and intersectionality.   

2. Develop an understanding of how masculinities are conceptualized, utilized, and enforced 
in U.S. society. 

3. Gain the ability to integrate sociological and cultural perspectives of masculinities with 
feminist and sociological theories of inequality based on race, gender, sexuality, ability, 
and geography, among others.   

4. Assess how masculinity works theoretically and practically in our own lives.  
5. Develop strong critical reading, speaking, and writing skills in the classroom.  
6. Work collaboratively with peers.  

 
Texts and Materials:   
Course readings available for download from Canvas.  
 



Grading:  
Short homework will be graded out of 4 points (Roughly 4 = check plus, 3 = check, 2 = check 
minus, 0 = incomplete). Longer papers will be graded according to the 4.0 scale (see below). 
 
Grade Breakdown: 
 

20% Participation (In-class and online) 
5% Class Facilitation  
15%  Response Paper 
25%  Seeing Masculinities Paper 
35% Final Paper (including presentation)  

 
Grade Scale:  

Percentage 
Earned  

Grade-Point 
Equivalent 

Letter-Grade 
Equivalent 

100-98 4.0 A+ 
97-96 3.9 A 
95-94 3.8 A 
93-92 3.7 A- 
91 3.6 A- 
90-89 3.5 B+ 
88-87 3.4 B / B+ 
86 3.3 B 
85 3.2 B 
84 3.1 B 
83 3.0 B / B- 
82 2.9 B- 
81 2.8 B- 
80 2.7 C / C+ 
79 2.6 C 
78 2.5 C 
77 2.4 C 
76 2.3 C 
75 2.2 C  
74 2.1 C- 
73 2.0 C- 
72 1.9 C- / D+ 
71 1.8 et cetera 
70 1.7  
69 1.6  
68 1.5  
67 1.4  
65 1.2  
64 1.1  



63 1.0  
62 0.9  
61 0.8  
60 0.7  
59 and x < 
59 0.0  

Participation 
➤ Because we are a small group, your active participation is vital to the success of this 

class. Let us aim to generate a thoughtful discussion with your preparedness and respect 
for your colleagues.  

➤ For every class, everyone is required to prepare a single paragraph response to the texts 
and post them to Canvas by Sunday 7PM and Tuesday 7PM (i.e. the day before 
class). Canvas posts must make substantive engagements with the readings, rather than 
simply “I liked this” or “I didn’t like this.” Good responses will conclude with a question 
for further reflection or a question that students would like to clarify.  

➤ Prepare to co-lead the discussion for one class session. Begin with a brief summary of 
the readings and bring prepared questions to facilitate discussion. Facilitators will be 
required to read the other students’ Canvas posts written by other students and organized 
discussion questions around students response. There will be a sign-up sheet on the first 
day for you to indicate when you want to do these. Please collaborate with your co-
facilitator prior to your class session.  
 

Formal Writing Assignments 
➤ Seeing Masculinities Paper: you will write a 3-4 page paper about either representations 

of masculinity in the media or masculinities and space. I will give more details about the 
assignment in Week 2. Due uploaded to Canvas by July 15 by 5PM.    

➤ Response paper: for the same day that you prepare to co-lead the discussion, you should 
write a two-page response paper about one or more of the readings of the day. You will 
not be responsible for submitting a response on Canvas for this day.  

➤ Final Paper: For your final paper, I expect you to write a 5-7 page paper on one aspect 
of masculinity. This is your chance to research what interests you regarding masculinity 
(and its relation to femininity). You are expected to use at least 5 scholarly sources in 
developing your argument, including several readings from this course. Additionally, you 
will give a 5-minute presentation about your paper on the last day of class. Begin 
thinking about this topic early, as you must email me your topic idea by the end of Week 
6. This paper will be due on the last day of class (August 19th) by 5PM. 

➤ Extra credit assignment: Gender Odyssey Conference (information TBA).  
 
Expectations Regarding Written Work:  

➤ Requirements  
o All work submitted for this course should be typed, stapled, double-spaced and in 

12-point Times New Roman font. Make sure that your margins are set to 1” and 
that you proofread your work for spelling, grammar and punctuation.  

➤ Submitting Assignments: All assignments should be uploaded via Canvas. If you have 
any difficulties uploading your assignment, you must email me a digital version before 
the deadline in order to avoid late penalties.   



➤ Late Papers: Formal writing essays may be submitted late with 0.5 point deduction per 
day late (Ex: A 4.0 paper turned in one day late will become a 3.5). Late homework will 
not be accepted for credit.   

➤ Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the act of putting your name to someone else’s ideas and work. 
In your writing, I will ask you to refer to other people’s thoughts and writing— but it is 
necessary to cite them! When you draw on other texts for your papers, you must carefully 
distinguish your work and thoughts from the work and thoughts you are referencing by 
properly quoting and citing sources. Plagiarism is a serious offense for which the 
University has strict policies. If you are unclear as to whether you may be violating these 
policies, consult the university guidelines at 
https://depts.washington.edu/grading/pdf/AcademicResponsibility.pdf  

 
Writing Centers and Writing Support Resources 

➤ Odegaard Writing and Research Center (OWRC)  
o Free center that offers workshops and one-on-one feedback on writing. 
o Make an appointment at http://depts.washington.edu/owrc  

➤ The CLUE Writing Center  
o CLUE is a free late-night, multidisciplinary study center open to all UW students 

that offers drop-in tutoring and workshops. 
o Open Sun-Thurs from 6:30PM to midnight and Mon-Thurs from 11AM-2PM in 

HUB. http://depts.washington.edu/clue/index.php  
➤ Disciplinary Writing Centers 

o  in Anthropology, Communication, Education, History, Philosophy, Political 
Science/Jackson School/Law Societies & Justice, Psychology and Sociology. 
Information about writing centers can be found 
http://guides.lib.washington.edu/content.php?pid=529582&sid=4411788  

➤ Office of Minority Affairs and Diversity Educational Opportunity Program 
Instructional Center 

o The Instructional Center, 1307 N.E. 40th St, Room 240; 206.542.4240, provides 
academic support for EOP students, and for non-EOP students by application. 
Provides drop-in tutoring in writing and other disciplines as well as study skills 
classes and test and exam preparation. http://depts.washington.edu/ic.  

 
Email   

➤ Due to the volume of email that I receive, please allow at least 24 hours for a response 
and be sure to be specific about your question(s).  Be aware that I will not respond as 
quickly on evenings and weekends, and plan your questions accordingly.  

➤ Course-related emails will be sent to your UW email account. You are responsible for 
regularly checking this account. Please do not email me from a personal email account. 
Your email risks ending up in my spam folder if it is not from UW.  

➤ Please communicate with me. I am, unfortunately, not equipped with mind-reading 
powers and will rely upon you to tell me if there is a family crisis or other extenuating 
circumstance that you are struggling with this quarter. I am here as a resource, so please 
come talk to me! Likewise, if you are struggling with the course material for any reason, 
please reach out to me.   

 



Health & Wellness 
➤ Illness If possible, please email me in advance if you are going to miss a class section 

due to illness. If you miss a class section, you are responsible for getting the missed 
information from another person in the class or from myself. Extensions on papers 
due to illness will be determined on a case-by-case basis.  

➤ Triggering material: There will be a number of readings and course discussions 
about violence and discrimination, and I encourage you to let me know in person or 
via email if you feel uncomfortable attending class sections for this reason. We can 
arrange a suitable make-up assignment for you.  

 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  
The University of Washington is committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and 
reasonable accommodation in its services, programs, activities, education and employment for 
individuals with disabilities. Please let me know if you have specific needs registered through the 
office of Disability Resources for Students (DRS) or if you are currently seeking resources 
through DRS. I will do everything in my power to accommodate your needs.  
 
The DRS Office can be contacted at drs@uw.edu or by phone at 206-543-8924 (voice) and 206-
543-8925 (TTY). More information on support at UW may be found on the DRS website 
at: http://depts.washington.edu/uwdrs/ 
  
COURSE CALENDAR (subject to change) 
 
Note: Always bring a copy of readings to class, in either printed or digital form. 
 
WEEK ONE: Introduction to Masculinity Studies 
 
22 June NO CLASS 

24 June Overview of the course: What is masculinity? 

 
WEEK TWO: Foundational Concepts and Cultural Representations of Masculinities  
 
29 June Lorber, “The Social Construction of Gender” (p. 141-144) 

 
Halberstam, “An Introduction to Female Masculinity” (p. 355-74) 
 
Connell, “The Social Organization of Masculinity” (p. 67-85) 

1 July *Bring an ad or other pop culture representation of masculinity* 
May, “Intersectionality” (p. 79 – 83)  
 
Scharrer, “The Man in the Box: Masculinity and Race in Popular Television” (p. 
159 – 173)  
 
Glenn, “White Masculinity and the TV Sitcom Dad” (p. 174 – 188) 



Watch (in class): Tough Guise  
 
WEEK THREE: Masculinities & Violence 
 
6 July Higate and Hopkin, “War, Militarism, and Masculinities” (p. 432-447) 

 
Enloe, “Wielding Masculinity inside Abu Ghraib: Making Feminist Sense of an 
American Military Scandal”  (p. 89-102) 
 

8 July  GROUP FACILITATION #1  
 
Miller, “Incarcerated Masculinities” (p. 155 – 174)  
 
Sabo et. al, “Domestic Violence and Televised Athletic Events” (p. 127-146) 

	  
WEEK FOUR: Masculinities, Globalization, & Neoliberalism 
 
13 July Connell, “Globalization, Imperialism, and Masculinities” (p. 71 – 89) 

 
Kimmel, “Globalization and Its Mal(e)contents” (p. 414-431) 

15 July GROUP FACILITATION #2 
 
DUE: Seeing Masculinities Paper uploaded to Canvas by 5PM 
 
Krishnaswamy, “The Economy of Colonial Desire” (p. 292-317) 
 
Morell and Swart, “Men in the Third World: Postcolonial Perspectives on 
Masculinity” (p. 90 – 113) 

	  
WEEK FIVE: Masculinities and Youth 
 
20 July GROUP FACILITATION #3 

Mid-Quarter Evaluations (in-class) 
 
FILM: Tomboy (Watch for homework)  
 
Fiske, “A Summer Place: Céline Sciamma’s Tomboy” 
http://idiommag.com/2011/11/celine-sciamma-tomboy/  
 

22 July 
  

Pascoe, Dude, You’re a Fag: Masculinity and Sexuality in High School (p. 52 – 
83) 
 
Film (in class): Guyland  

	  
 
 



WEEK SIX: Racializing Masculinities 
 
27 July GROUP FACILITATION #4 

 
hooks, “don’t make me hurt you: black male violence” (p. 47-66) 
 
Blow, “Michael Brown and Black Men” 
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/14/opinion/charles-blow-michael-brown-and-
black-men.html  
 

29 July McKegney, Masculindians:  
• “Into the Full Grace of the Blood in Men: An Introduction” (p. 1-11) 
• “Repairing the Circle” (p. 21-29) 
•  “Embodied Masculinity and Sport” (p. 98-108) 

  
Short film (in class): Brother Boys  
	  
DUE: Email to me about final paper topic 

	  
WEEK SEVEN: Disabilities and Masculinities 
 
3 August GROUP FACILITATION #5 

 
Clare, “Stolen Bodies, Reclaimed Bodies: Disability and Queerness” (p. 359 –
365) 
 
Serlin, “Pissing without Pity: Disability, Gender and the Public Toilet” (p. 167 – 
185) 
 
Ford, “Race, Disability, and Denial.”	  
http://www.racialicious.com/2010/02/03/race-disability-and-denial/ 
 
Recommended: Wendell, “The Social Construction of Disability” (p. 101-108) 
 

5 August GROUP FACILITATION #6 
 
FILM: Murderball (watch for homework) 
 
Lindemann and Cherney, “Communicating In and Through ‘Murderball’: 
Masculinity and Disability in Wheelchair Rugby” (p. 107 – 125) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WEEK EIGHT: Queer and Trans Masculinities  
 
10 August Yeung et al., “Making Men in Gay Fraternities: Resisting and Reproducing 

Multiple Dimensions of Hegemonic Masculinity” (p. 5-31) 
 
Halberstam, “Lesbian Masculinity” in Female Masculinity (p. 111 – 139)  
 
FILM (in class): excerpt from Tongues Untied  

12 August Janani, “trans/national”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TXFKSzNakuk 
 
Masangkay, “My Gender is for Mothers” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
QNVnY5ZLdc  
 
Green, “Initiation” in Becoming a Visible Man (p. 27-52) 

 
WEEK NINE: Masculinities & Social Justice 
 
17 August Pease, “Reconstructing Masculinity or Ending Manhood? The Potential and 

Limitations of Transforming Masculine Subjectivities for Gender Equality” (p. 
17-34) 
 
Seidler, “Moving Ahead: Alternative Masculinities for a Changing World” (p. 
219-231) 
 
Blay, “How Jaden Smith And The #Carefreeblackboy Movement Are Redefining 
Black Masculinity”http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/06/05/jaden-smith-
redefining-black-masculinity-_n_7514846.html?ncid=fcbklnkushpmg00000047	  
 

19 August
  

Final Presentations, Evaluations, and Wrap-up 
 
FINAL PAPER DUE UPLOADED TO CANVAS BY 5PM 
 
Extra Credit Assignment Due Monday 7/24 by 10AM 

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  


